
Driver safety 

No other safety practice is as important in preventing 

robbery as your own training and good judgement.  

Experience has shown that well trained taxicab 

Drivers who follow prevention steps can greatly  

reduce the threat of robbery.  

 

Look safe  

Project an image of confidence and sureness  

Keep the trip record covered  

Always keep your windows rolled up - open it just 

enough to talk to people  

Always keep your doors locked, particularly if you 

are sitting at a cab stand or post. This will also 

prevent someone from entering your cab while 

you're stopped at a stop sign or traffic light  

 

Monitor danger  

Trust your instincts  

Be cautious when fares change their destination 

during a trip or give vague instructions.  

If passengers refuse to provide a final destination, 

you may refuse to take them  

Know your location at all times  

Encourage passengers to sit on the right side of the 

rear seat  

 

Be in charge  

Greet each person who enters you cab  

Make eye contact with each and every one of your 

customers  

Read the signals given off by the passenger: 

nervousness, lack of eye contact, sitting behind the 

driver, request to turn off the radio etc.  

 

Reduce the cash  

Limit the money you carry or flash in the cab  

If you carry little or no cash in your cab and everyone  

knows it, this could greatly reduce your risk of being 

robbed  

An in-car point-of-sale unit that accepts all major  

credit cards, Interac, and international bankcards 

could greatly reduce the use of cash  

Do not offer to change a large denomination bill  

Use banking machines to deposit excess cash  

Do not show anyone you have money to make change  

Do not count cash in view of others  

Never tell customers you had a good ($$$) shift  
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LIQUOR LICENCE ACT 

Conveying Liquor in a Vehicle 

32. (1) No person shall drive or have the care 

or control of a motor vehicle as defined in the 

Highway Traffic Act whether it is in motion or 

not, while there is contained in the vehicle 

any, liquor, except under the authority of a 

licence or permit.  

Exception 

    (2) SUBSECTION (1) DOES NOT APPLY IF 

THE LIQUOR IN THE VEHICLE, 

           (a) is in a container that is unopened 

and the seal unbroken; or 

           (b) is packed in baggage that is fastened 

closed or is not 

otherwise readily available to any person in the 

vehicle. 

Search and Seizure 

32(5) A police officer who has reasonable 

grounds to believe that liquor is 

being unlawfully kept in a vehicle may at any 

time, without a warrant, enter and search the 

vehicle and search any person found 

in it. 

Drugs 

Sec 11-13 Controlled Drugs and Substances 

Act 

A police officer who has established reason-

able grounds, may search without warrant any 

person, vehicle and surrounding area for any 

offences being committed under The Con-

trolled Drugs and Substances Act 

In keeping with our Mission Statement, 

52 Division wants to work with our 

transportation community to keep To-

ronto the best and safest place to be. 

To that end, we feel compelled to pro-

vide you with the following information.   

Your assistance in Toronto’s Entertain-

ment District is important.  

The transportation community has the 

ability to move thousands of people into 

and out of an area safely, in a short 

amount of time. 

We are however concerned with mem-

bers of the Taxi, Limousine and Bus com-

munity that are allowing patrons to con-

sume alcoholic beverages in their vehicles 

before arriving in the Entertainment Dis-

trict.   

This practice is illegal and will not 

be tolerated by the Toronto Police 

Service.   

The following list, details some of the 

charges that can be enforced by the po-

lice under The Highway Traffic Act, The 

Liquor License Act and The Controlled 

Drugs and Substances Act 
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VEHICLES (automobiles, limou-

sines, buses) 

Documents: 

Driver-Fail to Surrender Licence HTA 

33(1) 

Fail to Surrender Permit for Vehicle HTA 

7(5)(a) 

Fail to Have/Surrender Insurance Card 

CAIA 3(1) 

Drive Motor Vehicle-No Current Valida-

tion on Plate HTA 7(1)(c)(i) 

Equipment: 

Unreasonable Noise-Signalling Device 

HTA 75(4) (horn blowing) 

Unnecessary Noise HTA 75(4) (tires, mu-

sic, exhaust) 

Television Operating-Visible to Driver 

HTA 78(2) 

Seat belts: 

Driver-Fail to Wear Complete Seatbelt 

Assembly HTA 106(3) 

Driver-Fail to Ensure Passenger Wears 

Complete Seatbelt Assembly HTA 106(6) 

Passenger-Fail to Wear Complete Seat-

belt Assembly HTA 106(4) 

TAXI CABS – City of Toronto Mu-

nicipal Code 

Unauthorized Parking of a Taxi Cab 

Waiting for Hire-Chapter 400 Sec.43A 

Unauthorized Rates-Chapter 545 

Sec.150C 


